
St. Patrick’s G.N.S., Ringsend

Homework Policy - September 2019 

1. How often is homework given?

 Homework is given on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and  

Thursdays but not on Fridays. There are two exceptions

If homework has been neglected during the week

In senior classes some project work may be undertaken at 

weekends.

 Sometimes at the discretion of the class teacher or the principal, 

children are given a homework pass as a treat.

2. What is the content of homework?

 Ideally homework will contain a balance between reading tasks, 

learning tasks and written tasks.

 It should be noted that homework time devoted to reading and 

learning is as important as written work. Parents can play an important 

role in listening to reading and to items that have to be learned.

3. Time to spend on homework.

 The following are guidelines for time spent at homework. It is 

important to remember that it is the quality and not the quantity of 

homework that matters. The following are general guidelines:

Junior Infants

Senior Infants

1
st
 Class

2
nd
 class

Up to 20 minutes 

Up to 20 minutes

Up to 30 minutes

Up to 30 minutes

3
rd
 class Up to 40 minutes

4
th
 class Up to 50 minutes

5
th
 class Up to 1 hour

6
th
 class Up to 1 hour

You should let us know if

 your child cannot do homework due to family circumstances.



 your child cannot do homework because he cannot understand

some aspects.

 the time being spent at homework is often longer than the 

recommended amount of time.

4. How much help should parents give?

 If a child has difficulty with homework, the parents should help the

child to overcome the difficulty with further explanation or examples,

but not by actually doing the homework for the child. In this case the 

parent should write a note to the teacher explaining the problem or 

speak to the principal. If the child is becoming upset or crying over 

homework on a regular basis then please speak to us. 

 Shared reading is simply meant to be an enjoyable exercise between 

parent and child. It should be relaxing and calm. 

 Children in Senior Classes should try everything. Encourage your 

daughter to take responsibility and explain difficulties to the teacher 

herself. 

5. Homework Diary

 Your daughter has a homework diary. 

 It is a valuable means of communication between parents and

teachers. Please write any notes or messages in your child’s diary for 

the teacher to read. 

 Please also check your child’s journal for notes from the teacher.

REMEMBER                 

If homework is a stressful experience between parent and child 

something is wrong! This leads to poor learning and defeats the whole 

purpose.
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